
Silent Auction Guide

Welcome to the 6th Annual Orbital Gala!  Once again, this year’s Gala features the fun and excitement of 
a Silent Auction.  We hope you enjoy the evening and all the festivities as we join together in supporting 
the Academy Foundation.   This guide provides an overview of the auction process and the items 
available for bidding.

The Auction opens at 6:00 pm and runs through the Gala’s reception.  There are several sections, each 
with a different closing time – please ensure your bids are in prior to the time indicated on the table.  In 
fairness to all, no bids will be accepted after a section closes.  All minimum bids and bid increments 
will be clearly marked on each item at the time of auction.  An addendum of last minute additions to the 
auction will be included in this guide at the Gala.  Please ensure the following are completed:

	 e	 All bids must include clearly printed bidder number and amount. 

	 e	 A valid bid must be equal to or greater than the listed “increment” amount  
		  located at the top of each bid sheet.

	 e	 Auction items will be awarded to the highest bidder.   
		  All illegible bids will be disregarded.

	 e	 Silent Auction winners must pick up items at CHECK OUT upon completion  
		  of the Gala program.  Accepted payments include cash, check, VISA, MasterCard,  
		  AMEX and Discover.

All proceeds directly benefit the Academy Foundation, except for the historical artifacts– these proceeds 
will be used toward the acquisition of new Museum of Vision collections. *

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Academy Foundation!

	 E 	 Bill and Alice Lea Tasman 
		  Orbital Gala Chairs

Some items are subject to tax, the tax rate is 9.5%.  Purchasers pay their own shipping/service fees. 

* Charitable donations to the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology are tax deductible as provided by law 
For tax purposes, your deduction is limited to the amount that exceeds the value of any goods or services received. It is the policy 
of the Foundation that a portion of the gifts and/or income there from is used to defray the costs of raising and administering 
the funds. The Foundation has been established as a 501(c)(3) for conducting non-profit, charitable, educational, and scientific 
activities.
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Ophthalmic Equipment

Lumenis Selecta® II (Slit lamp not inc).Q-Switched Frequency-Doubled 532 nm ND:Yag.  
Refurbished unit, comes with one year warranty includes shipping and installation within 
the continental U.S.  Details of equipment available. Generously donated by Lumenis. 
Value: $40,000

Travel

7 days in Beautiful Breckenridge, Colorado.  This 3000 sq/ft log home, built in 2000, has a 
gourmet kitchen, large log deck, three bedrooms and spacious bunk room with six bunk 
beds. There are three full baths, a deck and hot tub. There are great hiking trails just 
outside the door. Breckenridge ski slopes are a five to ten minute drive. Keystone is a 20 
minute drive, Copper Mountain is 30 minutes and Vail is 45 minutes. 

No SMOKING, No PETS. Not available week of 4th of July. Valid for 1 year from October 25, 
2009 - October 25, 2010. Dates must be agreed upon by owner and winner. Generously 
donated by Ron and Wendy Pelton. Value:  $3,500

A Taste of Chardonnay. 7 days accommodations at the famed Silverado Resort and 
Spa in stunning Napa CA in a 2 bedroom/2 bath condo (one king suite-one suite with 
2 queens) located on the second fairway of the North Course.  Complete with 42 inch 
plasma TV and wood burning fireplace in living room, kitchen and dining area.  This 
incredible package comes complete with two rounds of golf at the Silverado Resort and 
two 50 minute spa treatments at the Silverado Spa. Generously provided by Santen, Inc.  
Availability based upon a mutually agreeable date. Value: $3,620

A week of luxury on Useppa Island. Visit the exclusive island of Useppa, in beautiful 
Southern Florida.  This home, known as Egret Cottage, is a casual family holiday cottage.  
It features three bedrooms-the master, one floor up, and two single bedrooms at the 
beach level (one with a queen bed, one with a twin). Each bedroom has its own bathroom 
for wonderful privacy.  Valid for 1 year from October 25, 2009 – October 25, 2010. 
NOT AVAILABLE: Dec  20, 2009 - January 15, 2010.  Availability based upon a mutually 
agreeable date. Generously donated by Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Sear. Value: $4,500

Escape to the Island of Nevis, British West Indies.  Relax in the paradise of this charming, 
private home on Nevis while taking advantage of the amenities at the Golden Rock Estate 
set 1000 feet above sea level by the edge of the rainforest.  Enjoy a lovely swimming pool, 
restaurant, bar and beautiful gardens.  The 2 bedroom, 2 bath traditional West Indian style 
home offers wonderful views. This gem is available for one week on a mutually agreeable 
date.  Generously donated by Patricia Bonsall.  Total Value: $1,300.
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Travel

Colorado Skies! One glorious week stay at the Steamboat Springs, Colorado home of Dr. 
Randy and Patty Johnston.  Jump on the slopes, just one mile away.  Within a  ½ mile away 
lies Rollingstone (Sheraton) Golf Club, a beautiful course on the mountain, where you, 
as guests, play at owners rates. House is 4 bedrooms, 3 baths.  Sleeps 8 in beds, plus 
optional airbed and couches. 2 car garage. 2nd story deck, great views.

For travel time to be mutually arranged between winning bidder and owners – no definite 
blackout dates.  Holidays a possibility—but must be used by Dec. 31, 2010
Absolutely NO SMOKING and No pets.  Value: Depending on dates, may be up to $7,000

Christmas 2009 at Palm Beach Resort.  Enjoy Christmas week in beautiful Palm Beach, 
Florida.  This newly remodeled townhouse sleeps six. This is a lovely, small resort that 
sits on its own peninsula in the Intra-coastal Waterway, a five-minute walk to the Atlantic 
Ocean. Guests can enjoy a heated outdoor pool, bicycles and picnic area. Golf, tennis and 
boating are popular in the area, as well as greyhound racing and polo. PLEASE NOTE: This 
package is only available Christmas week 2009-12/19 through 12/26.Generously donated 
by Dick and Patti Ombres. Value: $2,000

Golf at Brentwood Country Club.  Three guests may join Dr. John Hofbauer for a round of 
golf at the Brentwood Country Club.  The 18-hole “Brentwood” course at the Brentwood 
Country Club facility in Los Angeles, California features 6,734 yards of golf from the 
longest tees for a par of 72 . The course rating is 72.3 and it has a slope rating of 124 on 
Kikuyu grass.  Designed by Willie Watson/(R) John F. Harbottle, ASGCA, the Brentwood golf 
course opened in 1941.
Availability based upon a mutually agreeable date. Value: $400

San Francisco here we come! (Family Package).  Enjoy a fabulous time in San Francisco 
for four!  This package includes 4 tickets to the (all new) California Academy of Sciences, 
and tickets to a 2009 HOLIDAY performance  of ODC (formerly called Oberlin Dance 
Company-a groundbreaking contemporary arts institution with longstanding roots in the 
San Francisco community) and a $100 gift certificate for San Fran favorite The Cheesecake 
Factory.  Full details and restrictions of package are available. Value: $380
	     
Cultured San Fran!  Enjoy San Francisco’s finest starting with a weekend at the historic 
Palace Hotel (May not be used during some Holidays or with Special Promotions – 
Reservations must be made two weeks in advance). Two guests can view the Asian Art 
Museum and the City’s Museum of Modern Art followed by a dinner at Kuleto’s with a $100 
gift certificate.  Enjoy a little shopping at Three Bags Full, with a $75 Gift Certificate to the 
one of the premiere knitwear stores in the United States! Full details available. Value: $724
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Travel 

Enjoy the 2010 Annual Meeting at the Chicago Peninsula.  Enjoy a carefree 2010 Annual 
Meeting in Chicago!  Stay at the best hotel in town--guaranteed reservation for up to 5 
nights during the 2010 AAO meeting. Value:  is up-to $2,000

Presidio: Hole in One!  Enjoy four rounds of golf at the historic Presidio Golf Course, San 
Francisco.  One of the nation’s finest courses is open every day of the week from dawn 
until dusk.  Golfers can schedule tee times up to one month in advance of play.  This golf 
package is available Monday -Thursday for any tee time and Friday-Sunday after 1 pm.  
Value: $580 

Over the River & Through the Woods.  Enjoy a rustic vacation in a big house right on 
Greers Ferry Lake, Arkansas, with lake view/access.  The house accommodates up to 14, 
easily.  It is delightful any time of the year, with a wood-burning stove, central heat/AC, 
large kitchen with DW, deck, grill, and washer/dryer.  No TV, landline phone or internet is 
present (intentionally!), but lots of board games and outdoor activities; fishing, boating, 
hiking, water-skiing.  Rental boats available.  Cell phone access (depending on company). 
One and one half hours from the Little Rock airport. Generously donated by Laurie and Jeff 
Barber.  Value: $1,800

Paradise in India!  If you are traveling to India in the next year enjoy 3 Nights/2 Days in 
a private residence with personal chef. Included in the arrangement: transfers from and 
to Bangalore Airport, a privately-owned property with four pleasant, en-suite double 
rooms as well as a large garden in which to relax during your stay and meals prepared 
by a private chef. An early reservation is requested. There are no specific ‘blackout’ days. 
Generously donated by Mr.& Mrs. Sushil K. Premchand. Value: $3,000

Tee Off! 3 guests may join Dr. Woody Van Meter for a round of golf at the famed Valhalla 
Golf Club and a lunch after the 18th hole.  Available through October 25, 2010 with a 
mutually agreeable date for all. Value $800

Fashion

Vintage Mary Frances handbag.  Mary Frances artful handbags and accessories are 
characterized by fun and luxurious fabrics, beadwork, trims and stones. The unique and 
bold look of a Mary Frances bag design has inspired many to collect these radiant pieces. 
Every Mary Frances treasure is individually hand crafted by skilled artisans, paying close 
attention to detail and quality. From the closet of Alice Wilkinson. Value: $200

Vintage Mary Frances handbag II.  Mary Frances artful handbags and accessories are 
characterized by fun and luxurious fabrics, beadwork, trims and stones. The unique and 
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Fashion

bold look of a Mary Frances bag design has inspired many to collect these radiant pieces. 
Every Mary Frances treasure is individually hand crafted by skilled artisans, paying close 
attention to detail and quality. From the closet of Alice Wilkinson. Value: $200

Choose from one of these three RARE, elegant and highly collectible 100% authentic 
HERMÈS, made in France silk scarves.  Each is an absolutely gorgeous HERMÈS design. 
Now is an excellent opportunity for you to have one of these rare collectors’ items.  All 
generously donated from the personal closet of Mrs. Alice Lea Tasman.

Vintage HERMÈS scarf. This offer is for a beautiful, 100% authentic HERMÈS Silk Scarf: “Les 
Cles” designed in 1965 by Caty Latham for Hermès. Measurements of the Scarf: 35” x 35”. 
Value: $325

Vintage HERMÈS Scarf. Timbalier Francoise Heron. This scarf measures a great 34 1/2” x 
35”. It has a red border and the center is ivory. The Timbalier is on a beautiful horse with 
such vivid greens, purples, golds, blues, etc. It is truly magnificent!  Value: $325

Vintage HERMÈS Scarf. Name unknown. Measuring 35” x 35”, this scarf boasts a medieval 
pattern with lions, pennants and swans, in rich, vibrant colors. Value: $325

Warm and toasty hand knit scarves.  Enjoy the warmth and beauty of hand-knit shawls 
and scarves, created especially for you by Helen Brennan.  These five vividly colored 
items are each one of a kind. Each item, whether autumn toned, amethyst, or black tones 
are made with the love and care that only hand knitting brings. Value: $175

Tiffany & Co. Sterling Silver bracelet. It doesn’t matter what comes wrapped in that little 
blue box, if it’s genuine Tiffany & Co. merchandise, it’s something special. Enjoy this 
sterling silver bracelet, generously donated by Tiffany & Co. Value $210

‘Vintage’ Robert Clergerie bag . You won’t want to miss this classic black leather tote 
designed by Robert Clergerie.  Anonymous Donation.  Value $300
 
1924 gold coin and chain. You must own this stunning 1924 gold coin pendant and chain. 
The coin is 24k and the chain is 14k, and it is approximately 60 grams. Anonymous 
Donation.  Value to be determined by appraisal.
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Home and Garden

Nikon D80 Digital Camera Set with Lens and Accessories. 10.2-megapixel CCD captures 
enough detail for large, photo-quality prints.  2.5-inch LCD display; power-up time of 
approximately 0.2 seconds.  RAW and JPEG capture; burst mode allows for capture of 
three frames per second for up to 100 pictures. Nikon lens 18 mm-70mm.  Generously 
donated by Topcon Medical Systems. Value: $1,100

Erin Hunter Autographed books. Enjoy the adventures of the Warriors and Seekers Series 
by Tui Sutherland, penned Erin Hunter, daughter-in-law of Gwen Sterns, MD. These best 
selling children and teen books have been childrens favorites for years. Donated by Gwen 
Sterns, MD. Value: $25

Healthy Lifestyle Cookbooks.  Start Eating Healthy foods now! Enjoy extraordinary recipes-
-made from ordinary ingredients, and become a healthier you. These cookbooks provide 
you with the tools you need to start cooking healthier today. Some of the featured chefs 
from “Feast Your Eyes on This”, EyeCare America’s cookbook featuring healthy recipes 
that may reduce risk of Age-Related Macular Degeneration have generously donated their 
personal cookbooks. Value: $63

Bushnell Spacemaster Black Armored 60 mm Telescope with 15-45X Zoom Eyepiece 
& Carrying Pouch. This telescope comes complete with box and instructions. Tripod 
included. Anonymous Donation. Value: $350

1961 A. Villot Echezeaux. This Eschezeaux belonged to Dr. Trygve Gundersen who gave it to 
Dr. Martin Wand in January, 1976. It has been kept in Dr. Wand’s temperature and humidity 
controlled cellar undisturbed since then. Generously donated by Martin Wand, MD. Value: 
$400

1970 Dow’s Vintage Port. This Port was rated 94 by James Suckling in his definitive book 
on Port, Vintage Port, published in 1990. This 39 year old Port is drinking at its peak 
now and probably will keep for several more decades. Dr. Tom Hutchinson, the Father of 
EyeCare America, gave this bottle to Dr. Martin Wand on June 1, 1984 and this bottle has 
been kept in Dr. Wand’s temperature and humidity controlled wine cellar undisturbed 
since then, waiting for a suitably important event to be shared. Generously donated by 
Martin Wand, MD. Value: $400 

Personalized 15 Cookie Display Basket by Sweets la Petite.  Enjoy a special order of hand 
decorated sugar cookies shipped to anywhere in the continental US.  Order must be 
placed 1-2 weeks prior to shipping date. Holiday periods may require extra order days 
notice. Value: $110
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Home and Garden 

2001 3 Liter bottle of classic French Rhone wine from Chateau de Beaucastel. Enjoy this 
wonderful wine, donated by Dr. and Mrs. Richard Lindstrom. Value: $600

Asian teapot from Hong Kong.  Has multiple inscriptions, and a frog figure on top for good
luck! Donated by Terri L. Young, M.D. Value: $100

Historical Artifacts

All historical artifacts are priceless, and have been assigned a minimum bid value of $50.  
All proceeds from these items will directly benefit the Museum of Vision.

The following texts have been  generously donated by David Paton, MD:

Two Ophthalmology Texts. Refraction of The Human Eye and Methods of Estimating 
the Refraction. By J. Thorington. 344 illustrations, 27 in color. Blakiston’s Son & Co, 
Philadelphia, 1916.  A Handbook of Ocular Therapeutics. By SR. Gifford. Lea & Febiger, 
Philadelphia, 1932. Illustrated. 272 pages. 

Three Rare texts.  Atlas of Eye Surgery, By RT Paton, BS Smith, HM Katzin, and D. Stilwell. 
McGraw-Hill, New York, 1962. 1st edition,  247 pages. (not signed).  The Pathology of the 
Eye, By JS Friedenwald . MacMillan Co, 1929 346 pages. Notes inside from RT Paton. With 
RT Paton’s signature as owner.  Ophthalmic Surgery, By J. Meller . P. Blakiston’s Son & Co, 
Philadelphia, 1925.  365 pages. with RT Paton’s signature as owner, dated 1932.

Rare Signed Ophthalmology text. Textbook of Ophthalmology, Vol V The Ocular Adnexa. By 
S. Duke-Elder.  C.V. Mosby, 1952. This volume signed by Sir Stewart, 1960.  (It was a book 
David Paton personally bought and asked the author to sign). 

The following items have been generously donated from the personal collection  
of William Tasman, MD:

Blued steel sun spectacles, c1890. 

Set of 7 trial pince nez manufactured by Shur-On and F.A.H. &Co., c1900. 

Nickel plated steel, cement bifocals with slide-in case, c1850. Case is marked with the 
distributor: H.C. Boden & Co, Philadelphia PA.

Nickel plated steel, cement bifocals with snap case, c1850. Case is marked with the 
distributor: A.K. Hoff, Philadelphia PA. 
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Historical Artifacts

Pince nez with hoop spring bridge, c1890. 

Contributed by the Museum of Vision:

Set of 3 glass eyecups, c1920. 

Folding sterling silver lorgnette with faceted marquisette stones.

Hoodwink, c1900. Societies that wished to keep their proceedings or location secret, 
employed hoodwinks to cover the eyes of potential members.  Once initiated, members 
could take off the blinds.  Although believed to be used by Masonic groups, it is not clear 
what ceremonies hoodwinks were actually employed in. 

Iron spectacles with circular ends and coffin lid case, c1750. 

Sterling silver engraved spectacle case lined in green velvet, c1900. 

Folding driving goggles, Manufactured by Bausch and Lomb, Inc., c1916. 

6 surgical instruments with bone handles. Manufactured by G. Tiemann,  
W.F. Ford NY, and Weiss. 

Brass spectacles with rectangular lenses and extension temples, c1850. 

Lee Allen Photo and copy of “A Hole in my Vision.”  A photograph of a painting by Lee Allen, 
who was a long time staff-artist in the Department of Ophthalmology at the University 
of Iowa and an artist of non-medical images in his own right.  The photograph is an 
Americana-style image of Paul Bunyan and his blue ox, Babe The original artwork is 15.5” 
wide and 19” tall and was painted in 1935. “A Hole in my Vision”, a biographical sketch of 
Lee Allen’s loss of vision, reviews some of his many accomplishments and contributions 
to ophthalmic practice. Photo donated by Mara Pearse Burke and book donated by the 
Museum of Vision. Value: $50.
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Once in a Lifetime

Private tour of the Capital Dome.  A tour of the U.S. Capitol Dome is only available through 
a Member of Congress. To lend her support to the Academy Foundation, Congresswoman 
Virginia Foxx (N. Carolina) gives her time to conduct Dome Tours. Congresswoman Foxx 
can take up to 7 people on a tour, along with a Capitol guide who will give history and 
architectural facts to the group. The tour group ascends steps leading to the Capitol 
Dome for a spectacular view nearly 200 feet above the Rotunda and then goes outside 
the Dome to get a 360 degree view of Downtown Washington. The tours are available 
only on weekdays—and specific arrangements must be made. Generously donated by 
Congresswoman Foxx. Value: Priceless

Exclusive Lunch for Two Guests with H. Dunbar Hoskins Jr., MD.  Enjoy a memorable lunch 
for you and a guest hosted by the Academy’s former Executive Vice President – H. Dunbar
Hoskins Jr., MD.  Dr. Hoskins has generously donated a leisurely lunch in San Francisco 
where you will enjoy hearing valuable insights and stories from his extensive years in 
ophthalmology.  You will have a wonderful opportunity to gain his perspective on important 
milestones and defining moments that changed the course of ophthalmology.  This is truly 
a once in a lifetime opportunity that you won’t want to miss!  The lunch is to be scheduled 
based on a mutually agreeable date by November 1, 2010. Value: Priceless

Sports Memorabilia 

Signed Sports editions-Each is professionally framed and matted

Le Bron James Signed 36 x 18. Value:$1,199

Kobe Bryant Signed 16x 20. Value: $1,095

Willie Mays Signed 16 x 20 ‘The Catch’. Value: $499

Michael Jordan signed ‘Bulls’ Jersey. Value: $3,495

Tom Brady Signed ‘Patriots’ Jersey. Value: $1,195

Tim Lincecum Signed 12 x 18. Value: $429

Tim Lincecum Signed Shadowbox. Value: $399

Joe Montana ‘49ers’ Signed (RED) Jersey. Value: $979
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Sports Memorabilia 

Ralph Branca & Bobby Thomson Signed. Value: $329

US Hockey Signed ‘Miracle on Ice’. Value: $749

Tiger Woods Signed ‘2008 US Open’ Flag. Value: $2,295

Raiders (4) Collage Legends Signed. Value: $469

49ers (4) Collage Legends. Value: $995

All baseballs and helmets are displayed in an acrylic display case

Reggie Bush Signed ‘Saints’ Helmet. Value: $798

Tony Romo Signed ‘Cowboys’ Helmet. Value: $879

Patriots 2005/2006 Team signed Helmet. Value: $2,495

Giants Hall of Fame signed Baseball. Value: $1,995Sports Memora 
Unsigned Sports Editions – Each is professionally framed and matted

Red Sox ‘Fenway Park’ Panoramic. Value: $229

Muhammad Ali 16 x 20 ‘Over Liston’. Value: $229

Ichiro Suzuki 259th Hit Newspaper. Value: $219

Tiger Woods (4) 12 x 18 Display. Value: $549

Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer 11 x 14. Value: $159 

Arnold Palmer 11 x 14. Value: $159

Babe Ruth Collage Curse of the Bambino. Value: $439
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